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NEW LEADERSHIP PROGRAM TO TRANSITION ST. LOUIS AREA IT PROFESSIONALS INTO STRATEGIC BUSINESS LEADERS

ST. LOUIS, April XX, 2019 –- A new, 22-week-long leadership development program designed to change the role and increase the influence of information technology professionals within their business organizations will launch in the St. Louis area in mid-June, it was announced today.
Organized by St. Louis-based Technology Partners, the STL IT Leadership Development Program has accepted 60 IT professionals into the program, which includes a variety of activities to help transform participants from solutions providers to strategic business partners and innovation anticipators, said Greg Nichols, president and COO of Technology Partners.
“There is a massive digital transformation underway in large and mid-sized businesses throughout the greater St. Louis area,” Nichols said. “Today’s IT professionals have a greater sense of urgency to drive business innovation and thought-leadership as their companies transition to new revenue-producing or expense- and time-saving technologies. So, this type of leadership training is essential for these professionals and the companies for whom they work.”
Nichols said the first two groups of 30 IT professionals each will begin June 13 and 14, respectively, and will run through mid-November. More leadership sessions also are being planned for 2020.
The sessions include the equivalence of four days of on-site workshops focusing on leadership and soft skills training; three sessions of collaborative brainstorming and problem-solving; three individual meetings with business mentors; several informal sessions with sponsors, mentors, and participants; and, individual study. 
The three primary sessions are titled Leading Technical People; Consulting Skills -- Becoming a Trusted Advisor; and, Marketing IT’s Value.
For nearly 25 years, Technology Partners has been augmenting its St. Louis area clients’ staffs with highly experienced technology professionals, who deliver exceptional value and expertise. The company also helps its clients maximize current technology and deploy the next generation of disruptive services and solutions.
“We are seeing this growing need for greater strategic business thinking among IT professionals day-in and day-out,” Nichols added. “The lessons learned will better position the participants and their companies for strategic growth primarily through better leadership skills and technological innovation.”
The program will be presented by Technology Partners in conjunction with Ouellette & Associates, a Bedford, New Hampshire-based professional development firm that focuses exclusively on developing the human side of technology and business cultural change.
“To help prepare IT professionals to take on tomorrow’s corporate leadership roles, they’ll need to strengthen their capabilities and business acumen through core skills like leading technical people, influence building, and effective communications,” said Dan Roberts, president and CEO of Ouellette & Associates. “This applies across the board in the world of IT, not just in St. Louis, which has an excellent, highly skilled, and well-established IT community.”
Lisa Nichols, CEO of Technology Partners, said “technology is transforming everything now, affecting every large and mid-sized business in our St. Louis region. We want to further elevate our IT community to better compete for new and expanded businesses, jobs, and economic development opportunities.”
Ouellette & Associates’ professionals from around the country will conduct the workshops, which will be hosted at different businesses around the region, including Mercy Hospital, MiTek, McCarthy Construction, Panera Bread, Ameren, and the St. Louis Zoo. 
To get more program information, contact Morgan Mechelke at mmechelke@technologypartners.net or call her at 636-590-5986 ext. 123, or Casey Scheinler at www.ouellette-online.com or 603-623-7373.

About Ouellette & Associates
Ouellette & Associates has worked with more than 3,500 IT and shared services organizations since its founding in 1984 and is the leading provider of IT professional development and project management training focusing on the human side of technology. For more information, visit www.ouellette-online.com. 
About Technology Partners
Technology Partners is an award-winning, Chesterfield-based company that provides premier IT staffing  and solutions. With nearly 25 years of experience, the company has partnered with hundreds of corporate clients across a range of industries nationwide, primarily fintech, healthcare and agriculture. It is a certified Women Business Enterprise and was built upon a revolutionary transparent-margin business model. Technology Partners provides a competitive advantage for its clients while giving consultants higher salaries and career control. For more information, visit www.technologypartners.net. 
# # #
For more information, contact Craig Workman at 314-640-9033 or craig@workman-company.com, or Tom Pagano, 314-602-7549 or tompagano@mostrata.com.
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